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country-seat, which was far less sumptuous than many
bankers' houses, did not correspond with the idea
which certain deputies had formed of it, they main-
tained, when visiting the Little Trianon, which was
the subject of a number of stupid fables, that the
most extravagantly furnished rooms were closed to
them. They insisted on being shown an imaginary
drawing-room, which they said was decorated with
diamonds, and with twisted columns covered with
rubies and sapphires. The Queen of France was
compelled to be civil to these uneducated and mali-
cious men. She did the honors of Versailles with
exquisite grace, and with untiring kindness, talked
with them about their families and their local inter-
ests. There were some deputies who puritanically
refused to go to court. They were soon to be Repub-
licans, if they were not already. They lodged at
Versailles, in the houses of revolutionary citizens,
who, from stupidity or jealousy, retailed the most
ridiculous stories, the vilest calumnies about the
Queen. Other deputies, to be sure, expressed to her
devotion and respect, but a secret instinct told her
that whatever she might do, she was a marked vic-
tim of fate. At times she would have a gleam of
hope, and her natural energy would inspire her with
confidence in her power to brave every peril and
avert every stroke of fate. Soon, however, she fell
back into her customary anxiety, and she felt crushed,
overwhelmed, by a hand of iron. She saw in the
future a bottomless pit, a gulf of fire and blood," fyp